Public Housing

Admission and Continued O’ccup-ancy Policy

Summary of Changes

FoIIOvvln'g is a sumlhary of significant changes to the Parma Public Housing Authority’s '(PPHA) Public
Housing Admissions and Continued Occupancy Policy (ACOP) Recommended changes are based on PIH .
Notices, U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) guidance and PPHA requested
updates.

A significant change is defined as one which changes policy or procedure. Language and grammatical

changes are made to improve consistency, reduce duplicatlon, and.create an improved format. As these

changes. do not change policy or procedure they are not listed below. All changes have been- prowded in
a “track changes” format Word document. :

Nondlscrimmation- E. Equal Access Rule: The Equal Access Rule requires HUD housing assistance
programs.. be open to all eligible indlviduals regardless of sexual onentatlon, gender identity,.or mantal _
status.

. Eligibility for Admissions and Processing Applications: As per HUD réquirements, PPHA will take
steps. to ensure that. notlce for the opening and closmg of the. wantmgsllst_reaches eliglble mdiwduals _
 with disabilities and those with limited- Englrsh prof ciency -PPHA wi .-.reach out .to- persons wnth
disabilities residing in institutions transitioning to commumty based settings and those with limited-
English“proficiency. This may be dccomplished by targeting social service' agencies, nurslng homes,
pchhlatrlc hospltals, mental health facnlmes, Money Follows the Person agenaes, and Medlcald

sortiie ‘Hormeless Status: HUD' requires PHA’s to report homeless status ‘oit the: 50058 PPHA wrll .
accept self-certlf cation of homeless status.

residency pfeferehce ‘has been addéd, Applicant families that re51de i Cuyahega Cmmty, are workmg iri

' Cuyahoga ‘County" ot who have bieen notified they will be Working in Cuyahoga Cdunty at the tiffie: of -
application will'rédéeive a preferenice. The residency preference will be admlhlstered inva manner ar
doedinot ‘have theé purpose or efféct 6f delaying or otherwise: denylng. drnission to- the' program based:

-on the race, color, gender, ethmc orlgm, religion,: dlsablllty,f fnaritals status, gender ideﬂtlty, sexual
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per HUD requirements, PPHA will not deny admxssmn for tenancy to a potential resident on the basis of -
the person having experienced a pnor bedbug |nfestat|on orgive a preference to.an applicant that has
not had a prior infestation.

N, _Eligibility for Admissions and PrdCés‘sin;g'iAbblicatibns: G. Screéning Applicants for Admission; 2.h.
The PPHA will prohibit _admissibn for a.period of three (3) years aftera dis,qu_alifying, behavior or event.

1L, Eligibility for Admissions and Processing Applications: G: Scréening Ap plicants for Admission; 4. HUD
reqires that applica Ats provide a list of all'States that any family memberhas resided infor purposes of
ensuring no household member is on a Lifetime Sex Offender Registry. If a family member is denied dué
to cnmmal background they shall have the opportumty to dlspute the report.

CILE g_bs!ltv for: Admlss:ons and Processmg A‘p_ghc t:ons ‘G Screening ‘Applicants for Admnssnon 4.b,
PPHA Wil deny ‘an apphcant if they have been evicted from federally ass;sted housing W|thin the
_previous five (5) years. - :

. Eligibility for- Admissnons and- Processin"""A" plica; g "i:Pohcv states
- thata'paréntiis not requured to'share a bedioom Wwith: h:s/her chlld Language is added to-¢elarify that.an
exceptvon isa chi!d under the age of two, regardless of gender, will not quaﬂfy for a separate bedroom

secut v belonging e ‘unit. is o Dfrequirem t
.for the time frame ailotted for the family or designee to remove belongmgs, HU “'recommends fourteen
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(14) consecutive days starting the day after the date of notification unless there is local law that
establishes more or less time and/or the rent for the month was paid prior to the date of death in which
case the end of the month or fourteen (14) days should be allotted, whichever is greater,

X. Rents/Flat Rents: A. Flat Rents; Flat rent calculation methodology is updated to comply with Public
Law 113-76, Fiscal Year 2014 Appropriations Act and PIH Notice 2015-13. HUD regulations are specific
as to the setting of flat rents, calculation methods, and implementation schedules.

XI. Pet Policy; Policy has been updated to comply with Ohio Law and Fair Housing guidelines. Ohio Law
states that any and all deposits collected greater than one month’s rent must earn interest that incurs to
the resident. In order to not collect a deposit greater than one month’s rent the pet deposit is changed
to a non-refundable pet fee. Language regarding reasonable accommodations has been removed from
the section addressing “pets”. A service or companion animal is not a pet and should not be referred to
as a pet.

Xil. Definitions and Procedures to be used in Determining Income and Rent; B. Items Not included in
Annual Income; 18. PPHA will accept self-certification of fully excluded income but may elevate
verification requirements if needed to determine that the income is eligible for full exclusion. For
partially excluded income PPHA will follow HUD-prescribed verification requirements.

XIV. EIV Policy; Language was added to summarize the information to be found in PIH Notice 2012-10
‘and PIH Notice 2012-4. The Notices discuss the Summary Report, the Deceased Tenant Report, and
using EIV to verify SS and $S! benefits.

XV. Privacy Protection; Personally ldentifiable Information is defined and notices which provide
guidance for protection of the information are listed.

To compile the above changes, all PIH Notices were reviewed for years 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 to
date. Notices were compared to Policy and recommended changes bring Policy into compliance,
streamline PPHA operations, and ensure compliance with regulations.
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