






TAB A – SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 
 

 

DISASTER SUMMARY OF EVENTS 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
   
 

 
 
 
  
 
   
 
 

 
 
 

 
  
 

                                                                                   
 
 
  

WHITE 
HOUSE 

DISASTER OCCURS FLOODS, TORNADOES, SEVERE 
STORMS, EARTHQUAKES, VOLCANIC 

 
SEARCH AND RESCUE 
EMERGENCY AID 
DAMAGE ASSESSMENT 

(1)  LOCAL AUTHORITIES ASSESS IMPACT. 
(2)  STATE/FEMA ANDOTHER FEDERAL     
      AGENCIES ASSESS AND VERIFY  
      DAMAGE. 

JOINT DAMAGE 
ASSESSMENT 

(1) MUST IMPLEMENT STATE EMERENCY PLAN 
(2) MUST HAVE DISASTER CAUSED NEEDS 

BEYOND STATE AND LOCAL CAPABILITIES 
(3) MUST COMMIT REASONABLE EXPENDITURE OF 
       STATE AND LOCAL FUNDS 
(4) TO PRESIDENT THROUGH FEMA RD  

 

GOVERNOR’S 
REQUEST 

DISASTER-CAUSED NEEDS 
AVAILABLE RESOURCES TO MEED NEEDS  
IS PL93-288 AID REQUIRED 

FEMA REGIONAL 
RECOMMENDATION 

LOCAL/STATE 
RESPONSE 

FEMA  
NATIONAL OFFICE 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

DECISION 
 

MAJOR DISASTER 
DECLARATION 

 

FCO APPOINTED 
INITIAL FEDERAL/STATE BRIEFING 
JFO ESTABLISHED 
FEMA-STATE AGREEMENT EXECUTED 

INDIVIDUAL ASSISTANCE 
DRCs OPEN 

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 
APPLICANTS’ BRIEFING 

08/2005 
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Sequence of events and potential disaster assistance following a disaster: 
 

Incident occurs:  
 

• Local Government: 
-Assesses situation;  
-Declares locally;  
-Provides emergency assistance to protect the public's health and 
safety;   
-Coordinates damage assessment to determine the extent of 
damage, resources needed to support local government recovery 
efforts and uninsured private and public damages and losses; and  
-Requests State assistance, if needed 

 
• OH EMA receives local request(s) for State assistance from County EMA 

Director(s):   
 
-Requests Governor's declaration, if warranted; 
-Assists local Governments gathering damage assessment 
information for private and public damages, if needed; 
-Coordinates requests for assistance with State Agencies;  
-Prepares request for Small Business Administration (SBA) 
Home/Personal Property/Business Loan Program; and  
-Prepare to initiate State Of Ohio Individual Assistance (St IA) 
Program; 
   OR 
-Prepares request for presidential disaster declaration through the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

 
• Federal Disaster Assistance for Individuals and Families (Private damages/losses): 

 
Small Business Administration (SBA) Home/Personal 
Property/Business Disaster Loan Program.  
-Criteria:  Local declaration; Governor's declaration and request 
for the program; request must include certification that at least 25 
homes and/or businesses that have sustained uninsured damages 
equal to or greater than 40% of the value of the structures and the 
county(ies) that meet the criteria. 
-Usually requested when the damages are limited in scope to a 
limited number of counties. 
-Type of assistance: low interest loans for homeowners to repair 
uninsured damages to primary residences (can include 
replacement); replacement of personal property such as furniture 
and appliances for homeowners and renters and transportation 
repair or replacement for homeowners and renters 
 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Individual 
Assistance Programs: 



 

 

-Criteria: local declaration; Governor's declaration; Governor's 
certification that the event is beyond the State's capability to 
respond; Federal assistance is necessary to 
supplement State, local and voluntary resources and insurance 
compensation; the State activated the State's Emergency 
Operations Plan; have verified damage assessment information for 
private and public damages; and commits the applicable State cost-
share, if declared. 
FEMA's declaration criteria 
-Private damages should be more than 800 primary residences with 
either major damage or that have been destroyed and the losses are 
uninsured 
-Types of assistance: FEMA essential home repairs for 
homeowners and rental reimbursement for homeowners whose 
homes are not livable and for renters; FEMA and State funded 
grants for homeowners and renters for personal property 
replacement who do not qualify for the SBA Home/Personal 
Property Loan program 

 
 
 

• Federal Disaster Assistance for Public (Infrastructure) Damages: 
 
FEMA Public Assistance (PA) Program: 
-Criteria: local declaration; Governor's declaration; Governor's 
certification that the event is beyond the State's capability to 
respond; Federal assistance is necessary to 
supplement State, local and voluntary resources and insurance 
compensation; the State activated the State's Emergency 
Operations Plan; have verified damage assessment information for 
private and public damages; and commits the applicable State cost-
share, if declared 
-FEMA's declaration criteria indicates a minimum of $11 million 
dollars of uninsured damages and costs statewide (affected areas) 
-Usually requested for widespread, multi-county event 
-Types of assistance: reimbursement for work completed in 
categories such as emergency debris removal, emergency 
protective measures, and repairs to roads, bridges, water control 
facilities, public buildings, and public utilities 

 
• Federal Disaster Assistance for Businesses: 

 
Small Business Administration (SBA) Home/Personal 
Property/Business Loan Program: 
Criteria: local declaration; Governor's declaration and request for 
the program; request must include certification that at least 25 
homes and/or businesses that have sustained uninsured damages 
equal to or greater than 40% of the value of the structures and the 
county(ies) that meet the criteria. 



 

 

-Usually requested when the damages are limited in scope to a 
limited number of counties. 
-Types of assistance: low interest loans for businesses with 
uninsured inventory losses, losses or damages to the business 
(structure) and economic injury for businesses that have lost 
revenue as a result of the disaster. 

 
 
 

 




