
Environmental  l  Toxic Tort  l  Litigation

ATTORNEYS

New Federal Statute Creates 

Opportunities Through Integrated 

Planning

Parma Water Summit

March 28, 2019

LOUIS L. MCMAHON  |  Partner

lmcmahon@mdllp.net  |  216.367.1407



Environmental  l  Toxic Tort  l  Litigation

ATTORNEYS

The Water Infrastructure 

Improvement Act

Municipal Integrated Planning 

was always a good concept.  

NOW IT IS THE LAW.
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The Water Infrastructure 

Improvement Act
• Adds new Section 402(s) to the Clean Water 

Act, 33 USC 1342(s), which incorporates US 
EPA’s 2012 Integrated Planning Framework 
document into law.

• Enables a local government to identify the most 
important issues on which it will spend its limited 
public dollars, and to maximize those 
expenditures by integrating with other municipal 
programs.

• Allows a local government to incorporate its 
Integrated Plan into NPDES permits rather than 
be subjected to a federal consent decree.

• Establishes an office of Municipal Ombudsman 
to help EPA implement this framework and to 
assist local governments with Clean Water 
compliance.
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Integrating Municipal Stormwater & 

Wastewater Planning
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[M]any state and local government 

partners find themselves facing difficult 

economic challenges with limited 

resources and financial capability. [EPA] 

recognize[s] these challenging 

conditions and are working with states 

and local governments to develop and 

implement new approaches that will 

achieve water quality goals at lower 

costs and in a manner that addresses 

the most pressing problems first.

“
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Integrated Planning 

Principles
1. Maintain existing regulatory standards that 

protect public health and water quality.

2. Allow a municipality to balance CWA 
requirements in a manner that addresses the 
most pressing public health and 
environmental protection issues first.

3. Responsibility to develop an integrated plan 
rests with the municipality.

4. Innovative technologies, including GI, are 
important tools that can generate many 
benefits, and may be fundamental aspects of 
integrated solutions.
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Elements of an Integrated Plan

A description of 

existing 

wastewater and 

stormwater 

systems under 

consideration and 

summary of 

information 

describing current 

performance.

Element 2Element 1

A description of 

water quality, 

human health and 

regulatory issues 

to be addressed in 

the plan.
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http://cityofparma-

oh.gov/pdf_Parma/en-

US/CWAPhaseI.pdf

http://cityofparma-oh.gov/pdf_Parma/en-US/CWAPhaseI.pdf
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A process which 

opens and 

maintains 

channels of 

communication 

with relevant 

community 

stakeholders.

Element 3

A process for 

identifying, 

evaluation, and 

selecting 

alternatives and 

imposing 

implementation 

schedules.

Element 4

Plan for 

measuring 

success.

Element 5

Process for 

improvement to 

the Plan.

Element 6

Elements of an Integrated Plan
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Creates Planning Opportunities to:

• Shape legal compliance points

• Gain local public input, legitimacy and support

• Realize co-benefits (brownfields and community 

development, transportation infrastructure, 

greening, nuisance abatement)

• Lower costs for infrastructure/construction 

coordination

• Leverage non-local dollars, non-ratepayer 

dollars, and private investment
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How will 
communities afford 
regulatory demands 

to retrofit 
infrastructure and 

still thrive in the 21st

Century?

Planning and 
prudent investment.


